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FOREWORD 



The conditions for learning in Afghanistan are pitifully poor. A recent study 
conducted by UNESCO reveals that not all the school children in this wartorn country will 
have complete sets of textbooks, while they sit in the classrooms. Not only are textbooks in 
short supply, their contents are outdated and limited, and fail to meet the educational needs of 
children in the 21 st century. In the absence of television, newspapers, and other sources of 
information, Afghan children are generally ignorant of developments taking place in the 
outside world. This series of supplementary readers, is an initiative by UNESCO to re- 
inforce the cognitive level of Afghan children by providing information to them in areas, 
which though important, are not covered in the textbooks presently in use. The set 
comprising four supplementary readers, is based on the following themes:- 

i. Science - Miracles of Science (new inventions) 

ii. Health Education - Tips for healthy growth of children 

iii. Socialization - Living together (family, peers, and peace education) 

iv. Population explosion - Effects of rapid population growth on quality of life. 

The subject readers have been produced, both in Pashtu and Dari languages. While 
eminent Afghan educationists and writers were involved in the process, AREP, an Afghan 
NGO, worked with UNESCO to facilitate the process of script writing, pre-testing, 
composing and finalization. The activity has been carried out under the Greater Azra 
Initiative (GAI) Project, funded by the Government of Japan. We acknowledge and value the 
contribution of Afghan experts, and support of AREP, in bringing out these materials. We 
hope these readers would contribute in exposing Afghan children to the new emerging trends 
around the globe, and widen horizons for them. 

This is a trial edition. Suggestions and comments for their improvement will be 
welcomed. 



31" October, 2001 



Mrs. Ingeborg Breines 
Director, UNESCO Office 
Islamabad 
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